Judicial Selection: A Survey of the States
In recent years, proposals have been introduced by legislators, governors, courts, and citizens' groups in nearly every state to limit the role of politics in the selection of state judges.
The extent of these activities underscores the recognition that an independent judiciary is essential to the maintenance of public trust and confidence in the court system. The following is a survey of judicial selection methods for the 50 states as compiled by the American Judicature Society. State judges are selected in a variety of ways: through the appointment without a nominating commission, by merit selection through a nominating commission, by partisan election, by nonpartisan election, or by merit selection combined with other methods.
Partisan Election
· 
· Alabama
· Illinois
· Indiana (Circuit and Superior Court)
· Louisiana
· Kansas (some District Courts)
· Missouri (some Circuit Courts)
· New Mexico
· New York (Supreme Court and County Courts)
· Pennsylvania
· Tennessee (Chancery, Criminal, Circuit and Probate Courts)
· Texas
· West Virginia

Nonpartisan Election
· 
· Arkansas
· California (Superior Court)
· Florida (Circuit Court)
· Georgia
· Idaho
· Kentucky
· Maryland (some Circuit Courts)
· Michigan (partisan nomination of Supreme Court)
· Minnesota
· Mississippi
· Montana
· Nevada
· North Carolina
· North Dakota
· Ohio (partisan primary)
· Oklahoma (District Court)
· Oregon
· South Dakota
· Washington
· Wisconsin

Gubernatorial Appointment from Nominating Commission
· Alaska
· Arizona
· Colorado
· Delaware (with Senate consent)
· Florida (Supreme Court and District Courts of Appeal)
· Hawaii (with Senate confirmation)
· Indiana (Supreme Court and Court of Appeals)
· Iowa
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Kansas (Supreme Court, Court of Appeals and some District Courts)
· Maryland (with Senate confirmation)
· Massachusetts (with approval by governor’s council)
· Missouri (Supreme Court, Court of Appeals and some Circuit Courts)
· Nebraska
· New York (Court of Appeals with Senate consent and Appellate courts)
· Oklahoma (Supreme Court, Courts of Criminal and Civil Appeals)
· Rhode Island (with confirmation by House and Senate for Supreme Court; confirmation by Senate for Superior Court)
· South Dakota (Supreme Court)
· Tennessee (Supreme Court, Court of Appeals and Court of Criminal Appeals)
· Utah (Senate confirmation)
· Vermont (Senate confirmation) 
· Wyoming
Gubernatorial Appointment 
· California (Supreme Court and Court of Appeals, confirmed by commission on judicial appointments)
· Maine (confirmed by Senate)
· New Jersey (confirmed by Senate)
· Massachusetts (with approval by governor’s council)
Legislative Election
· South Carolina
· Virginia
Other
· Connecticut (gubernatorial nomination from judicial selection commission; legislative appointment)
· New Hampshire (gubernatorial nomination from judicial selection commission; executive council appointment)
